
Gov. Henry McMaster Takes Additional Action to Slow Virus Spread 
Additional Restrictions on Restaurants, Government Buildings, Limits Crowd 

Sizes, Calls on Local Governments to Pass Ordinances 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – Gov. Henry McMaster today announced that all previously recommended 
guidelines for restaurants and other establishments that attract groups of people are now mandatory. 
The governor’s Executive Order establishing these new measures will go into effect Monday, August 
3. 

“These limited restrictions are temporary, they are measured, and they are targeted towards what 
we know works,” said Gov. Henry McMaster. “These measures give South Carolina the best chance 
to slow the spread of the virus without shutting down the state’s economy – which we cannot and will 
not do – as many continue to call for.” 

Additionally, the governor continued his call for all South Carolinians to wear face coverings when 
appropriate, and he encouraged local governments to adopt face covering ordinances. The governor 
also ordered that face coverings must be worn in all state government buildings according to 
guidelines and procedures developed by the state Department of Administration, effective August 

5th. 

These guidelines for restaurants, first established by AccelerateSC, have been strongly 

recommended until now. They are now mandatory and include the following: 

• Operating dine-in services at no more than 50% of the certificate of occupancy issued by the 
fire marshal. 

• Employees and patrons shall be required to wear masks or face coverings. 
• Tables are to be spaced to keep diners at least six feet apart. 
• No more than 8 customers per table unless from the same family. 
• Standing or congregating in bar area of restaurant is prohibited. 
• Establishments that possess a state permit to sell alcohol shall be subject to these 

restrictions. 

Other types of businesses, facilities, venues, events or mass gatherings which are permitted to open 
but are required to implement AccelerateSC guidelines include the following: festivals, parades, 
concerts, theaters, stadiums, arenas, coliseums, auditoriums, grandstands, amphitheaters, 
gymnasiums, concert halls, dance, halls, performing arts centers, parks, racetracks, or similarly 
operated entities. These guidelines include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Attendance may not exceed 50% of the certificate of occupancy issued by the fire marshal – 
or 250 persons – whichever is less. 

• Require the wearing of masks or face coverings as a condition of admission or participation 
• Enact social distancing, cleaning and hygiene practices as recommended by AccelerateSC 
• End the sale of alcohol at 11:00 PM 

Businesses, event organizers, and others responsible for events that may exceed the 
occupancy rules may receive clarification allowing the event to proceed if they can 
satisfactorily demonstrate an ability to comply with federal and state COVID-19 procedures 
and protocols to the Department of Commerce. 

Those guidelines, and more, can be found here. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D37422171%26msgid%3D226048%26act%3DJ0U3%26c%3D1561287%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Faccelerate.sc.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252FDocuments%252FSCrestaurantreopeningguidelinesPhaseTwoFINAL.pdf%26cf%3D22330%26v%3Dd57497c173be2687b309e07066fe47ccbb0ae2098b50b4f75d000816967799c5&data=02%7C01%7CDonna.Meares%40admin.sc.gov%7C73719b1a726c44e513af08d833fd55a9%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637316510446849748&sdata=P7Css5%2BFckxPjMem%2F5Voe9LhJeL6siu52VHs%2BvWZEU0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D37422171%26msgid%3D226048%26act%3DJ0U3%26c%3D1561287%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Faccelerate.sc.gov%252Fguidelines%26cf%3D22330%26v%3D95c8d6d03d099f428a9efe6f2f1e2fed321b22cdb9d7f5dd143401afdf143cac&data=02%7C01%7CDonna.Meares%40admin.sc.gov%7C73719b1a726c44e513af08d833fd55a9%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637316510446859708&sdata=T2samUhQYU%2FGC6nOQtcWryVyUvBFm86Ut4HWpwR9AvU%3D&reserved=0

